A third case was a woman aged 75. The tumour, the size of half a walnut, developed in six or eight months, and disappeared in less than two. In a fourth case, the duration of which is not stated, a cancer disappeared in two months.
The fifth, in a man set. 55, looked suspiciously specific, but treatment on these lines had no effect. This tumour was 5*5 cm. in circumference, 1 *8 to 1 *6 broad, and had appeared in three months. Its depth was '4 cm. to *5 cm. It was much improved in six weeks, and altogether disappeared.
The counsel of an authority to substitute any other remedy but the knife in the treatment of cancer should be very advisedly given, and very carefully considered, for the tendency for patients and many doctors is to persevere so long in any treatment rather than submit to the knife, that the disease advances beyond the reach of treatment.
The microscopic drawing from Case 1, the case which did not improve under treatment, is undoubtedly that of a rodent ulcer. Whether the other tumours from the same case which disappeared presented the same characters we are not informed, and presumably no examination was made.
The appearances in the drawing from Case 3 are, in our opinion, not sufficiently pronounced to enable one to say definitely that it is epitheliomatous, while that from Case 5 is even less distinctly epitheliomatous, and Lassar himself describes it as an atypical epithelial growth. Similar appearances to these last two preparations may be seen in many conditions, such as syphilitic, tubercular or even simple healing ulcers. They present atypical epithelial growth and nothing more.
Cases 2 and 4 were not microscopically examined. A notable point is the rapidity with which the last four of these tumours grew?a rapidity which is unusual in true cancer of the skin when not near a mucous surface. The histories too are not sufficiently detailed. Even (7) Lastly, the explanation of the frequency with which alopecia areata begins on the back of the head is probably that it is caught by contagion from the backs of chairs and cushions.?(Archives of Surgery, April, 1893; Practitioner, September, 1893.) 
